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HOFSTRA, JOHANNA ALEIDA JANSMA
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH AND SUMMARY OF CONTENTS
Johanna Aleida Jansma Hofstra was born in Zwolle, Netherlands,on

August 6, 1892.

She completed a high school education.

On July 18, 1922,

she married Richard Hofstra.
Richard Hofstra was born in Chicago, Illinois, on June 14, 1895.
father, John Hofstra,was born in Friesland, Netherlands.

His

A baker by trade,

he married Lolije Vander Woude, of the same town.
Richard Hofstra attended high school in Chicago, and then went on to
attain his B.S. after four years at the University of Chicago.

An additional

four years at Rush Medical College brought him his M.D. degree.
Although of Christian Reformed background, Dr. and Mrs. Hofstra were

sponsored by the Reformed Church when Dr. Hofstra took up medical work in
Sio-khe, Fukien, China.

They arrived in China on August 29, 1922.

Their three children were all born in China:
[date
removed]
May
4,

Dorothy in Sio-khe on

1924, John in Kulangsu on May
13, 1927, and Richard in Chang chou on
[date removed]

[date removed] 2, 1930.
November

Dr. Hofstra was the superintendent of the hospital at Sio-khe for six
years.

After a furlough in Chicago, in 1928-29, they returned to Sio-khe

for two more years.
for five years.

Immediately after this, they were stationed in Kulangsu

In 1937-38, the Hofstras took their second furlough, spending

it in Grand Rapids,and then they returned to China, where Dr. Hofstra was
superintendent of the hospital at Chang chou for thirteen years with another
furlough in Grand Rapids after the first seven years.
From 1951-1954, Dr. Hofstra was a health officer in Adrian, Michigan, and
then, being invited to Taipei, Formosa, he established clinics for lepers,
spending two years there.

Dr. Hofstra retired in 1956, and the Hofstras are
vi

currently residing in Grand Rapids.
Dr. Hofstra vas in ill health.

As a result of a stroke, he was

unable to participate in the interview because of his inability to
express himself verbalJ.Y.

Due to the length of time elapsed since their

time in China, the strengths of Mrs. Hofstra's interview lie in the general
talk of her experiences.

In this manner, she related anecdotes about the

circumstances of hiring a particular Chinese woman; the dedication of the
members of the Chinese church; her husband's work during the time of the
Communist takeover; his return home; a Communist parade; and an incident
at Easter time.

She also discusses the fear and loss of freedom that the

Chinese people live with, yet their loyalty to the missionaries.
Generally, Mrs. Hofstra's recollections are extremely optimistic,
to the point of expressing no incidents of conflict or upset that might
have occurred during the time they vere there.

vii
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INTERVIE\/ I

SWINYARD:

HOFSTRA:

Why did

you decide to become a missionary to China?

My husband had decided long before he graduated from medical

school that he wanted to be a missionary and go to China.

So. when he grad-

uated, he applied to the Christian Reformed Church, but, at that time, they
did not have any 'Work in China at all.
take him on for that purpose.

So, it was impossible for them to

But, he wanted to

eo

to China, so he applied

to the Reformed Church, and they needed a medical doctor immediately to go
to Amoy and be engaged there in the hospital work.

Dr. Strick, the present

doctor, was preparing to return to the United States.

So then we were married

in 1922, and that's why, of course, I became involved.

We went to China to-

gether as missionaries for the Reformed Church in America.
SWINYARD:

HOFSTRA:

Did you receive any training before you left?

No.

My husband graduated from medical school, but I didn't have

any special training.

SWINYARD:

HOFSTRA:

SWINYARD:

HOFSTRA:

SWINYARD:

Not as far as the mission work vas concerned?
No.
Nothing at all?

No.

So really. your first exposure vas when you got off the ship,
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right?

HOFSTRA:
SWINYARD:
HOFSTRA:

Yes.
Do you remember any first impressions?
Db, yea.

glad we came.

The people were all very kind and happy to meet us and

My husband and I were supposed to study the language for the

first two years.

They were so terribly busy at the hospital, however, that

my husband was involved as soon as he came.
and studied the language when he could.
very well.
SWINYARD:

left?

He did some work in the hospital

We had one teacher and that went

He was busy all the time.
What was your first idea of what a missionary was. before you

Did that impression change at all when you got into the field?

HOFSTRA:

No.

We knev that the missionary was to go out and preach the

Word -- to go out and teach the people about Jesus Christ and salvation

through believing in Him.
SWINYARD:
HOFSTRA:

But did you have any problems adapting to the Chinese culture?
No, not at all.

every day.
SWINYARD:
HOFSTRA:

That's the idea we had all the time.

Everyone was very kind. and we had a teacher come

No, everything went very well, and we had no problem at all.
You lived on a mission compound, right?
At first we stayed with other missionaries.

Mrs. Strick.

Dr. Strick was a missionary at the time.

doctor in the Hope and Wilhelmina Hospital on Kulangsu.

We stayed with Dr. and

Dr. Strick was the
We stayed with them

because we were not assigned to our own station immediately.

We stayed with

them awhile, and that I s how my husband happened to be involoved in the work
immediately.

He went along with Dr. Strick to the hospital every day.

We
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stayed with the Stricks for quite some time.

I don't remember how long we

were there.
SWINYARD:
HOFSTRA:

And then where did you live?
Then, I don't remember how long it took.

our language study.

We were not finished with

A mission meeting was held every year, you know, the

whole mission came together and voted on differerlt things, discussed different

problems, and they appointed people who should be changed from one station to
another or so. and that was done, and we were at that time appointed to our

first location.

That was Sio-khe.

That was how far from Arnoy?

35 miles, and it took us three days to get there by riverboat.
were pushed with a pole and they went very slowly.

It was about

And those boats

We went to Sio-khe -- that

was our first station, and there was a mission hospital there, of course, and
my

husband took over right away then.

The oth.er doctor there left right away.

Anyway, we were appointed to Sio-khe, that was our station.

My

husband took

over as superintendant of the hospital.
SWINYARD:

When you were living there, how were your living conditions

different from those of the Chinese you were working with?
HOFSTRA:

Well, we had our own home.

used to living.

We lived very much the way we were

We had our own home, of course, and we could live the way

we wanted to.
SWINYARD:

Was life in Kulangsu, the international settlement, any different

than, say, in Chang chou or Sio-khe?
HOFSTRA:
SWINYARD:

Oll., yes.
In what way?
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HOFSTRA:

KuJ.angsu was the international settlement. and our American con-

sulate \ias there and there were many foreign business firms located there and

also in Amay. and those people who were involved in the work with those firms

lived on Kulangsu. so it was a foreign settlement, really.

They had a body

of people who were appointed to run the affairs of Kulangsu and they were
foreigners and there were Chinese on that council -- foreigners and Chinese
but a foreigner was the ch&irman.

I can It think of his name.

ago I can't think of names. but that's the way it was.
that ... Kulangsu Municipal Council. that vas it.

It was so long

What did they call

There were some Chinese and

some foreigners, and they ran the affairs, made the rules for the island.

It

was a very small island. but it was a lovely place.
SWINYARD:

And your daily life there, such as in the markets, vas different

than that in other places, too?
HOFSTRA:

It vas very much different from home.

We had servants in Sio-khe.

We had a cook, and he vent to the market every day to do the shopping for the
needs for the day, the groceries and things.

It vas altogether different, for

at home we dian't have servants, but over there, we had servants.

They vere

very anxious to come and vork for us because people, most of them, were very
poor.

They thought it was wonderful if they could come to vork for foreign-

ers.

live had it more than once that some woman would be sitting on my front

doorstep wanting to see me.

One time, ob, it was late in the evening, very

late, and one of the servants came up and she said, "Mrs. Hofstra, there's
someone who wants to see you.

She's been sitting on the front doorstep."

had cement steps going up to the house.

"She wants to see you."

"At this time of the night, who could that be?"

We

I thought,

I said, "That's all right.

Ask her to come in, and I'll see what her problem is. II

So she came in, and

sbe said, "Mrs. Hofstra, could I please work for you?"

Well, I have an ahma
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to help with the children, and I can't send her away.
she could sleep in our house that night.

Then, she asked if

That would be very good.

I said,

"Yes, we could find a place for you to sleep, and in the morning we'll talk
it over and we'll see ....hat can be done. n

She was so happy!

She said, "Oh, that is very good!"

The next morning I said to her,

tell yau what we'll do.

"r have an ahms , but I'll

You may stay with us for a while to help rrry ahma.

Just go along with her in everything she has to do, and then you can learn,

that way, how it is, what it is, what it means to work for a foreigner -- the
work a woman like you would have to do -- and perhaps you could find a Job
somewhere yourself after that with some foreigner.

There are always new ones

coming, you know, people going home, business people or missionaries, and
others returning from furlough.

Most likely, you'll be able to find a place

for yourself where you can work. II

She said, "Oh, that would be very good."

If she could do that, that would be very good.

So that was done with, and

she stayed with us for quite some time and she just went right along and helped
the ahma with what she had to do t and she was very happy.

Then, after some

time, she left and later on I asked the ahma, "What became of ... " (she worked
for a 'While and I can't remember her name now, it's so long ago) ... l!her?1I
She said, "She's fine.

She married a dentist. 1I

ful, she's taken care of."

SWINYARD:
HOFSTRA:

So I thought, llThat's wonder-

And that I s the way it went, you see.

You had one servant?
No, we had more than one.

had an anma.

We had three.

We had a cook, we had a coolie, and we

We had five on Kulangsu:

we also had two chair

coolies to carry my husband in a sedan chair when he had to calIon his patients.
No wheeled rickshaws were allowed:

SWINYARD:

too narrow streets.

And those five stayed with you all the time you were there in

that one city?
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HOFSTRA:

Oh, yes, they stayed on Kulangsu with us until we went home on

our first furlough.
SWINYARD:

Oh, yes, they were happy to be with us.

Was your relationship with them strictly a master-servant, more

or less, type of thing, or what?
HOFSTRA:

Well, we were kind to them.

in any way.

We didn't make it difficult for them

They did their work, and there was no question about anything.

They were happy to be with us.

SWINYARD:

HOFSTRA:

They probablY worked for other missionaries after you left.

Yes, they always did it that way.

When we went home on our first

furlough, I don't remember who they worked for, but when we came back from

furlough, they were right there, wanting to come back to us.
aged somehow while we "'ere gone.

they wanted to come back to us.

They just man-

I don It remember Ylhat they did.

Anyway,

They were right there, and that's the way it

went.
SWINYARD:
HOFSTRA:
tal.

How much did you work with the Chinese in your mission work?
We used to have Saturday afternoon, you see, in the Sio-khe hospi-

My husband had a Chinese assistant and his wife, Dr. and Mrs. So.

was a doctor, too.

His wife also helped in the hospital.

He

She and I always

went out on Saturday afternoons and we called all the children around there
in the village for the children's meeting.

We went through the village and

we said, trCome on, it's time for the children IS meeting.

Come along."

Many

children would come and we would have a meeting with them, sing hymns, tell
them Bible stories, and so on, and we did that for a long time.
SWINYARD:
Americans?

How did your work with the Chinese differ from working with
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HOFSTRA:
SWINYARD:

I didn't work with Americans.
Well. you were raiaed in America.

Was there anything you had to

keep in mind while you were working with the Chinese?
HOFSTRA:

SWINYARD:

No.

We didn It have any trouble of that kind.

How much was the Chinese church separate from the Western?

Was

it completely distinct, or were there Western cultural norms incorporated?
HOFSTRA:

There was a fine Christian church.

in Sio-khe before we arrived there.

Many fine missionaries had worked

I don't remember who they were.

There

was a fine Christian church there and our children were all born in China and
they were baptized in that church.

The church was always full for services.

People would come from miles away.

I still remember one little old woman.

She always came.

You know, in those days, they had bound feet. Bot that little

old woman would come and she had bound feet.

They were about that big. (Shows

the distance between her spread thumb and index finger.)
lean on and she came Walking like that for miles.
to come to church.

They would walk for miles

Yes, there was a fine church there, and a big congregation,

and the church was always full for services.
Chinese.

She had a stick to

Yes, it was very good.

come to visit us at our home.

The minister, of course, was

He was a fine Chinese minister, and he would

We used to enjoy that.

He baptized our chil-

dren.
SWINYARD:

As far as working in the hospital -- did you notice that the

Chinese had any particular reaction to the occupation of nursing?

Was that

esteemed or not?
HOFSTRA:

Yes, it was very much esteemed.

in charge of the Chinese nurses.

We had a foreign nurse who was

We had one foreign nurse who belonged to

our mission who was in charge of all the nursing work in that hospital.

That
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all went very well, and no trouble.

8WINYARD:
HOFSTRA:
SWINYARD:

You had no problem recruiting nurses?
No, they were always happy to come and receive the training.
O.K.

Were you aware of any conflicts between the Americans and

the British in the hospital?
HOFSTRA:

SWINYARD:

No.

None at all?

There waa no difference in the way of going about

things?

HOFSTRA:

No, we didn't have any trouble with the British.

hospital and we bad ours.

They had their

The British had their own work, their own stations,

and their own hospitals, their own British doctors.
SWINYARD:

HOFSTRA:

So you didn't work with them at all?

Not at first.

Not that we worked with them, but we were friends,

and they had a Brutish nurse, just like we had an American one, in charge of
their Chinese nurses.
established.

We worked with them in the Chang chou Union Hospital.

went very well.
SWINYARD:

After some years, the Chang chou Union Hospital was
It all

Dr. Busky was the British doctor, Dr. Hofstra the American.

I was reading the General Synod Minutes from around 1927 and '28,

and they seemed to report that there was some anti-foreign or anti-Christian
sentiment in China at that time.

Do you recall any of that?

You were in

Sio-khe then.
HOFSTRA:
khe.

We went on furlough in '28.

No, we never had any trouble in Sio-

The people were very happy to have us there, and.my husband's assistant
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and his wife were very nice Chinese.

We had a few Iittle children by

that time, and, ab, they just loved them.
No. we didn I t have any trouble.

And no trouble at all vi. th the British.

had their own work and ....e had ours.

SWINYARD:

She loved our little Dorothy.
They

There was no trouble.

Could you tell me a little about the first time you had to

evacuate?
HOFSTRA:

The first time we had to evacuate.

'Well, now, when we were in 510-

khe, it happened often that 'We 'Would receive a message from our consuL
....as on Kulangsu and we were up in Sio-khe.

He

There were bandits around, Chinese

bandits, and sometimes one group would come and fight another and sometimes
they 'Would come to a village.

For instance. they would come to Sio-khe.

So

if there was anything like that going on, then the American consul would tell

me that I had to come down to Kulangsu because we had a baby then.
est boy was born on Kulangsu in '21.
now an M.D. in Detroit.

Our oldest girl was born in '24 and is

And Whenever there was trouble with bandits, the con-

sul would send us a message: "You must prepare.
to come down any time. II

Our old-

Pack your bags, and prepare

If something should happen, I was not allowed to

be up there because I had the children.
We were appointed to Chang chou in 1938 then.
first furlough.
hospital.
Sio-khe.

We had been home on our

While he was away, a Chinese doctor was put in charge of the

We came back from furlough in 1929 and were again appointed to
In 1931, we were appointed to Kulangsu.

when we went to the U.S. on second furlough.
were appointed to Chang chou.
the children to the U.S.

We were there until 1931

When we returned in 1938. we

We were there together until '41.

Then I took

Then. I said to my husband in 1941, "I think it would

be better for me to go home with the children."

We had children in Shanghai,

Dorothy and John, and Richard, Jr., was on Kulangsu with me.

Because of the
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Japanese-Chinese war wbich \las on at that time. in 1941 I said, "I think

I'd better go home with the children, and we won't have to worry.

They

can go to school there, and it will be much better." So that's what I did.
In 1941, I vent home with the children and my husband stayed in Chang chou
until '45 when the war ended. My husband stayed on until the end of the war
in 1945.

Then he came home.

Chang chou in '46,

My husband, our son Richard, and I returned to

Richard, Jr., to Shanghai.

We had to ask for exit permits, and I received those in 1941.
went home with the children.

Then, my husband stayed on.

So I

Then they asked

him if he "'auld stay on altogether and just continue to be the superintendant

of the hospital because it was a good hospital, you know.

People received

good care and everybody was always very satisfied ",ith it.

So they asked him

if he wanted to stay there and continue to be the superintendant of the
hospital.

He said, "No, I think I want to go home. II

we'll pay you a salary."
go home."

They said, "If you stay,

He said, "No, I think it would be better for me to

The Japanese-Chinese war ....as on at the time.

home with the children.

That's why I went

I went home in 1941 because the war was on and I

thought we had separated too far from each other.

Two of the children were

at Shanghai, and that's 600 miles away from Kulangsu.

So I thought, "I don't

want the children to be there when the Japanese come.

They were taking over

one city after the other, and they'll take Shanghai and I don't want the children in school there then, so I'll go home with the children in '41.
we:y they can go to school there. and we'll be safe at home. n
until the end of the war in '45.

stayed

The children and I were home then, and the

war ended in 1945, then he came home in 1945.

Yes, he came home in 1945 and

he came home on an American warship ... battleship.
home at the time.

Then he

That

They were taking refugees

My husband went to the shipping office and he asked if

there would be a place on one of the ships for him because he wanted to go
home.

That was at the end of the war.

They said, "Yes, there is just one
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place on a battleship and you can have that."

So he said that was 'Wonderful.

He went to ... ob, sometimes he would watch ships coming in and so, and one day
he saw a warship come and thought, "My, wouldn It it be wonderful to get a
place on a ship like that! n

a place.

SWINYARD:

HOFSTRA:

So he went to 'the shipping office and asked for

They said that there was one place he could have.

That was great.

Yes, and that was because he was a doctor.

Catholic priests there.

And there were some

They had a priest who had become all upset on account

of the things going on, so he had to go home, so the Catholic priests who
were in charge of that other one. taking care of him, said, !lWould you take
this priest home for us?"

And he said, "Yes. tr so they were on the same ship,

and my husband brought that priest home and took care of him.

My husband

came home in '45.
SWINYARD:
HOFSTRA:

When you and your husband were separated, could you communicate?
Yes, I could write to him --this was during the Japanese-Chinese

war until I went to the U.S. with the children-- or sometimes somebody would
go to Chang chou and I could send a message to him, or sometimes he would come
home.

He would just come home for a weekend or so or something like that.

SWINYARD:
HOFSTRA:

How much did the Chinese people know about Communism?
About Communism?

Well, when we were there at that time, there

wasft1t much talk about Communism.
SWINYARD:
HOFSTRA:
SWINYARD:

The whole time you were there?

In any of the three stations?

As far as I know, things just went on, you know.
So you had no contact with any of it?
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HOFSTRA:

With Communism?

SWINYARD:

HOFSTRA:

When was that?

That was in 1949.

Chang chou.
SWINYARD:

HOFSTRA:

No, not until they came.

September 19, 1949, the Communists came to

We were in Chang chou at the time.
What happened?

We told our son, who was in the school at Shanghai, that he had

better go home because we were told that the Communists were coming, and they
would come to Chang chou.

We knew that, and we told him to go home.

home with a friend, also a missionary's son.

So they went home together in

'49, and they left in August and the Communists came in September.
dren were all home, so we didn't worry.

He went

The chil-

Then the Communists came and we knew

they were coming, and we heard them coming one night.

They came in late, and

we heard the shooting.

They were on a road that went past our house, so we

could hear them coming.

First the sounds were farther off, but then they

came closer and closer and we heard the shooting of guns and machine guns and
they were coming in.

And here we were.

But we just trusted in the Lord.

There wasn't anything we could do about it.

The next day, my husband went

back to the hospital, went back to his work, and the hospital was full of patients then.

Yes, it was always very busy, and they just carried on.

the Communists came.

And

Whenever any of their officers or their wives needed

medical attention, they would come to my husband, and he would have to take
care of them.
SWINYARD:
HOFSTRA:

We stayed until 1951 under Communist rule for 18 months.

Did that affect your daily life at all?
No.
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SWINYARD:

HOFSTRA:

SWINYARD:

HOFSTRA:

SWINYARD:

HOFSTRA:

I t just went on as DOnna!?

Yes.

So just the political situation changed?

Yes t for the Chinese people.

How were they affected?

Well, they were regimented. just the way the Communists always do,

you know. Everything went the same way and they were regimented.
do this, and they couldn It do that.

They couldn't

The Communists would fonn parades and

they would parade through the streets and they would sing songs and they had
placards

"The Americans are Imperialists."

One time. I heard a parade coming

in Chang chou -- we were there a year and a half -- and I thought, "I'm going
to look once and see what they do and "'hat it I 5 like, so I went to the windo'" and stood where they couldn It see me when I could see the parade go by.

They had a man valking there, who was dressed exactly like Uncle Sam.
hat and coat with tails, just like you see a picture of Uncle Sam.
the way that man was dressed.
pistol in his back.

Well, that's

Behind him were two men walking, each with a

That I s the way the Communists talk about the Americans.

They \lere imperialists and they were everything that \las bad.
until 1951, and then they gave us the exit permits.
home.

a high

But we stayed

They allowed us to go

We had been under the Communists for a year and a half, but they were

anxious to keep my husband, but he said, IINo, I think l'd better go home. 1I
So that's \lhat \Ie did, we came home.
SWINYARD:
HOFSTRA:

We came home in 1951.

Do you have anything else to add about the Communists?

The Communists came in '49 and we stayed, then, until '51.

they gave us our permits and we could go home.

We went home.

Then
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Did you have any difficulty in getting out?

SWINYARD:

HOFSTRA:

No, we had no trouble at all.

In the fall of '51, we were here

in the U. S., then we went to Adrian. Michigan.

come Lenawee County Health Officer.

My husband was asked to be-

That's what he did.

Then we stayed there

until '54, then my husband was invited to go to Formosa, and he was asked to
help with the leper work, which he did.
on Formosa.

Dh, there were thousands of lepers

And he was invited to come and help to take care of them, and he

said he would do that.

In 154, he and I went to Taiwan together.

They wanted

my husband to help with the leper work, so he accepted the invitation, and in
'54 we went back to China together and then he helped with the leper work,
and he established clinics everywhere, on Formosa and also on the Pescador
Islands.

The Pescadors is a group of islands to the north of Formosa.

were so many lepers there.

also~

There

He went there and established a clinic in

Makun, the capital of the Pescadores.

People were so happy for his help

because at that time. fortunately, shortly before that a new medicine had
been found for leprosy. and my husband used that.

If the leprosy had not

gone too far. many of them were helped by it. and some were healed!

Well. it

was wonderful. and the people were so happy to have him come to their cities.
I remember one time he received a letter from one of those places he always
used to go to -- I don't remember which place it was -- but he received a letter and it said. "Dr. Hofstra. when are you coming to see us?
people here waiting for you.

We want to see you.

So please come, and when you come. stay longer.
home too soon. but stay for several days.
for you who want to see you. II

We have several

We are anxious to see you.
Stay several days.

Don't go

We have several people lined up

They were so happy about that. that my husband

had established those clinics and the people came.
At first, they were afraid, you know.

At first. it was difficult.

They didn't know 'What it was all about.

They thought, "Here r s somebody who's going to take us away from here and take
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us to some other place, a sanitarium or something like that.
that, see, he treated them right there.

He didn't do

They came to the building and were

treated there and were given their medicine, and they took their medicine at
home, and they were very happy about it. so that was nice.

Then in '56 we were on Formosa, in Taipei, and my husband had a stroke.
He worked too hard and had a stroke.
be possible for him to go home.

So then we stayed there until it would

Then, in the fall of '56, he and I went

back to the States to retire.

SWINYARD:

When you returned to Chang chou in 1946, how was that different

from when you had first gone out?

Did you notice any differences with the

people you were working with?

HOFSTRA:
SWINYARD:
HOFSTRA:
at all.

In '467
Yes.

When you were working from 1946 to 1951.

Ob, no. The people were always very friendly.

We bad no trouble

In '45, my husband came home by way of India at the war's end.

'46, we went back to China.

We went to Chang chou in '46.

In

In '49, the

Communists came.
SW!NYARD:

What did you know about the Communists when they were coming at

the time?
HOFSTRA:

Well. just about what everybody knows about Communists now.

they were regimented and that you had to do what they say or else.

That

We felt

very sorry for ... now, for instance, the ahma I had at the time ... some time
before the Communists came. we were thinking of going home, and she said,
lINow, when you go home, you must write me a letter. II
a letter from me.

She would like to have

I said, "Oh. yes, I have already planned on doing that.
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Certainly. I'll write you a letter. 11

things changed.
were afraid.

But then when the Connnunists came,

The Chinese lost their freedom.

They were regimented.

She came up to me -- she had a darling little boy who was about

She

three years old and a Smart little fellow -- I felt so sorry for her.
said, "You must not write a letter to me when you go home. If
I've already decided not to do that. 11

years,1I she said,

was the truth.

They

!1

I said, "Oh, no.

"After they will have been here ten

they (the children) won It know anything else-II

And that

Everything in the schools was taken over, and the church.

We were there at Easter, and the Communists were there.
just like we always did, but things had changed.

there for every service.

We went to church

The Communists were always

They would occupy the last pew, and they would

listen to the minister, to what he said.
then it would be just too bad for him.

If he said anything they didn't like,
But we said, "We're going to church

this morning, just like we always do.

It's Easter morning, and we want to

go to church. 11

We went into church, and I was amazed.

So we went to church.

I didn't know what I saw.
with placards.

The Communists had decorated the walls all around

I remember one was a picture of an American soldier

women and children and the blood was dripping from his bayonet.
one of them.

It was terrible.

But the day before, on that Saturday, the

She was just a little bit of a woman.

Chinese are not very large;

That was

The whole place was covered with placards.

The pulpit was also done that way.
minister's wife came in.

stabbing

she was a small woman.

The southern

And she saw that.

The

pulpit was cirCular, and they had that all decorated, too, the walls of the
pulpit, behind the desk where the minister

'H"ould stand.

And they had that

all decorated with those terrible placards, right on the walls of the pulpit.

And she came, and she said, "Well, we're not going to have that. ll

So

she called some women together and they went to the store and they bought
yards and yards of dark purple sateen.

They went to the church, and they covered
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up that whole circle of the pulpit.

They took the cloth and put that in

front of the pulpit, just behind the minister's desk.

They hung that purple

cloth there -- yards and yards of purple sateen, it was a very pretty color -and in the middle of it, they put a nice big white cross.

We came in and saw

that, and wondered what they (the Communists) would do about that;

they would leave it there.
have our service.

Perhaps they'll come and tear it down before we

But nothing happened.

They left it there, and we had a

very nice Easter service there that morning.
they'll do to her?"

whether

Then I thought, til wonder what

She was the one who fixed it all up like that.

But we

didn I t hear anything, and of course we couldn't corrlIlllmicate with them any more

at that time.

Before, Chinese were always very friendly.

They would come to

see us, they would come to our house and some would come to talk to my husband
about different things.

They were always welcome and they liked to come.

at that time, our gate was being watched day and night.

But

There were always

two men standing at our garden gate on the outside to see who would come in,
and who would leave.

People did not dare to speak to us any more.

We did not

dare to go near them, because then their names would be on the list as traitors
and friends of the American imperialists.

So we could not commlUlicate with

them at all.

But they were still loyal.

They were always such good triends,

fine 'people.

One time. you see, my husband still went to the hospital to take

care of his patients. and one day he came and Mrs. Lim. one of our friends, a
Christian woman. came in and she wanted to see the doctor.

Of course, people

thought she was sick, that she had a headache or something, I don't know.
she said she had to see the doctor.
go into the office.
pockets.

So. her turn came and she was allowed to

My husband, as a doctor. wore a big white apron with big

She came in and she took a note and she stuck it in his pocket and

then she went out again.
night.

But

On the note. it said, "Be sure you don't go out to-

This evening they' re going to ... II do this or that.

I don't remember
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what it was.
were.

But you see, she came just to warn him.

That's the way they

They were just very fine people, and we felt so sorry for them because

they had lost all their freedom.
heard talking in our garden.
come -- they didn't dare.

One time, I was on the upstairs veranda.

I wondered who was there, because people didn't

There were two men sitting under a big bush, talking.

And I thought, "Oh. those poor fellows.

They wanted to have a place where

they could talk together once and not get in trouble about it. n

talking there and I thought I would just let them be there.
all right.

So they talked.

Our gate was a solid door.

to see my husband.

I

That's perfectly

And then, after a little while, the gate opened.
The gate opened and another man came in.

He saw those two men there, and they saw him.

came in and went upstairs.

So they were

He wanted

He quickly

He had to see my husband about something, I don't

remember what, and he said, "Dr. Hofstra, you better be caref,uJ..

There are

two men in your garden, anClyou don't know who they are or what they're up to.
You had better be careful."

So the man came down as quickly as he could and

those two men were gone, because those two men had seen him and they said,
!lOh!

that man -- he has seen us here.

the way they lived.
Yes, it is.

We had better go.!!

That's the way they have to live.

But that's the way it was.

You see, that's

Isn't that terrible?

But afterwards, I asked our cook --

that's how I know all this -- "Who were those two men who were sitting under
the bushes?"

He said, !lThey're all right.

They just wanted to have a place

where they could talk together.

When the other man came in, they got scared,

because the other man saw them.

They ran away.

When that man came down from

upstairs, he was scared because those two men who had seen him had gone. II
That's the way life is.
SWINYARD:
HOFSTRA:

Isn't that terrible?

Yes , it's awful.
Yes, it is terrible, and I felt so sorry for them.

It is very sad,
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very sad the way things are nov.
SWINYARD:

That's the way it is.

As far as America goes, I think the reaction to China bas

increased favorably because of the Nixon trip to Peking, and reports we receive
back that say there isn't dirt in the streets and you don't see beggars.

What

is your reaction to that?
HOFSTRA:

That's because the Communists don't allow that.

beggars.

They say, "You get to work."

Everybody has to work, and everybody

has to work for them, for the government.
recei ve a salary.

The ministers are not allowed to

The Communists tell the congregation, "You do not pay this

man -- he doesn't do anything.
work. II

They don't allow

If he wants to receive a salary, he has to

So the minister vbo preached for us that Easter morning became a

rickshaw puller because they were not allowed to pay him a salary.

The

churches are closed and used ror warehouses, and things like that.

They

don't want to have anything to do with Christianity.

It is very sad.

People

do still come together in small groups in homes.
SWINYARD:
HOFSTRA:

They d01
Yes, they do.

Christians are sincere.

used to admire them for that.
sincere Christians."

They always were.

I

I thought, 1IJ.ty, these people certainly are

Now they do come together in small groups in homes, but

it all has to be done very secretively and very carefully.

The Communists

know this, and they have people, orricers, who have to watch these meetings,
and sometimes it happens that they are converted.

They have to vatch those

people and they hear some of the preaching, and it has happened that some or
them were converted.
SWINYARD:

So that was good.

So you're pretty hopeful about the spread of Christianity in

China today because the Christians are so sincere1
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HOFSTRA:

The Christians are sincere t and the Lord knows His 0\10 and takes

care of His own.

There will always be Christians.

church or anything like that.

They may not have a

We used to have Christian schools for them.

That has all been done away with, but the Lord knows his own.
in charge of it all, and He is still on the throne.
Him.

The Lord is

We just leave it to

We just have to leave it to Him, and trust Him to take care of His

own and that' s what He will do.

SWINYARD:

I just have a few questions in closing, to wrap i t up.

If you

were to become a missionary again, and were to go back to China, wbat \lould

you do differently?
HOFSTRA:

Did you have any regrets the first time around?

No, we didn't have any regrets.

do the same thing over again.
SWINYARD:
HOFSTRA:

We would go back and we would

Yes, it would be just the same.

Did you have any disappointments?
Not especially, no.

SWINYARD:

Exactly what did you consider to be your fruitful work?

Was

it the hospital work, or were you involved with the mission Bible studies and
things like that?
HOFSTRA:

I used to help my husband give out medicine when he took care of

the lepers.

I helped him with that.

to vomen especially, and visit them.
SWINYARD:

I vould visit people. and I vould talk
I did work that Yay.

With these clinics. were they strictly to give medical assistance

to the patients and then that would be it, or were they a Christian outreach
type of thing. too.
HOFSTRA:

Oh, yes. they alvays had a hospital preacher.

They always had a
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service every day in the morning.
and he was there all the time.

They had a regular hospital preacher

Ob, certainly, yes.

One time, I remember my husband told me, there was a man as a patient.
He

\iSS

an opium smoker.

the services} too.

My

husband had talked to him and he bad been to

One time, my husband was malting his rounds and he went

to this man's room, and the man was kneeling beside bis bed.
thought, "He must be praying.

come back later.

II

I'll not disturb him.

My husband

I'll just go away and

Well, he came back later I and the man was still there, so

my husband went in and discovered that the man was dead -- he had passed away.
But he was on his knees;

he must have been praying.

We hope that he was

saved, and we think that this is so because he was praying. Things like

that were always encouraging.
SWINYARD:

Yes.

I think I am about finished 'With my questions.

anything else yould vould like to add?

HOFSTRA:
SWINYARD:

Do you have

Any areas I haven't touched?

I can' t think of anything nov.
Thank you very much, Mrs. Hofstra.
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